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(NAPSA)—From the heavenly
aroma of a freshly baked pumpkin
pie to the first taste of a warm
cookie as it melts in your mouth—
mmmm, nothing beats the joy of
baked holiday goodies.

This season, spread your bak-
ing wings and delight the palates
of those around you with home-
made gifts. But remember, no
matter what enchanting path you
choose (pies, cookies or fudge),
even the best bakers need a little
help sometimes. Luckily, there are
plenty of resources you can turn to
during this special time of year,
including the baking experts at
Nestlé.

In fact, during the holidays,
Nestlé Consumer Services is avail-
able to help with recipe requests
and advice (they do so for more
than 50,000 bakers each holiday
season). So, the next time baking
has you “in a pickle,” give them a
call, or better yet, try visiting some
of their helpful online resources
outlined here—they’re sure to
meet all your baking needs.

• LIBBY’S® Pumpkin Auto-
mated Phone Line—(800) 854-
0374: A direct line to information
about some of the most frequently
asked pumpkin pie questions.

• Holiday Kitchen Help
Line—(800) 637-8537: A hotline
dedicated to answering general
baking questions.

• Very Best Baking Holiday
Guide and Video Learning—
VeryBestBaking.com: These
helpful resources showcase deli-
cious recipe ideas and a wide vari-
ety of instructional baking videos. 

To help you get a head start on
your holiday baking adventures,
following are answers to some of

the most frequently asked holiday
baking questions, according to the
Nestlé culinary experts. Addi-
tional questions and answers can
be found on VeryBestBaking.com.

• How do I store a pumpkin
pie once baked? After your
pumpkin pie has cooled for two
hours, serve immediately or re-
frigerate until ready to serve.
Store leftovers covered with plas-
tic wrap in refrigerator for up to
two days. Remember, pumpkin pie
is a custard-type pie, so freezing is
not recommended. However, you
can make the pumpkin filling and
pie shell ahead and freeze each
separately for up to one month.

• Can I use evaporated milk
as a substitute for cream or
half and half? Yes. Evaporated
milk is a convenient, lower fat
substitute for various cream prod-
ucts. Be sure to use an equal
amount of evaporated milk as a
substitute for half and half, light
cream and coffee creamer.

• What’s the best way to
mail perishables? Choose du-
rable foods, such as fruitcakes,
brownies or sturdy cookies, to pre-
vent breakage or crumbling. Be
sure to pack them in a strong
mailing carton with cushioning
material and don’t forget to mark
the outside of the box as “Perish-

able” or “Fragile.” This recipe for
Chocolate Chip Cookie Brittle is
perfect for shipping to long-dis-
tance loved ones, because it’s easy
to pack and is sure to arrive
safely—and it’s sensationally deli-
cious too!

Chocolate Chip Cookie Brittle 
(Makes 50 pieces)

1 cup (2 sticks) butter or
margarine, softened

1 cup granulated sugar 
11⁄2 teaspoons vanilla extract 

1 teaspoon salt 
2 cups all-purpose flour 
2 cups (12-ounce package)

NÉSTLE® TOLL HOUSE® Semi-
Sweet Chocolate Morsels,
divided 

1 cup chopped nuts

PREHEAT oven to 375° F.
BEAT butter, sugar, vanilla

extract and salt in large mixer
bowl. Gradually beat in flour. Stir
in 11⁄2 cups morsels and nuts.
Press into ungreased 15 x 10-inch
jelly-roll pan.

BAKE for 20 to 25 minutes or
until golden brown and set. Cool
until just slightly warm.

MICROWAVE remaining 1⁄2 cup
morsels in small, heavy-duty plas-
tic bag on HIGH (100%) power for
30 to 45 seconds; knead. Micro-
wave at additional 10- to 15-sec-
ond intervals, kneading until
smooth. Cut tiny corner from bag;
squeeze to drizzle over cookie.
Allow chocolate to cool and set;
break cookie into irregular pieces.

For more holiday resources,
including baking tips, and recipe
and packaging ideas, visit
VeryBestBaking.com.

Baking: Holiday Help

(NAPSA)—Five years ago, a
relatively obscure fruit found in
Southeast Asia made its way to
America, and was quickly pro-
claimed “queen of fruits.” The
mangosteen is considered a
“superfruit” that has been found
to contain powerful dietary com-
pounds that are globally revered
for their many health benefits.

Ongoing research continues to
find beneficial health properties
associated with the mangosteen’s
natural plant compounds—known
as antioxidants—including:

• 39 Different Xanthones—
The mangosteen is believed to be
nature’s greatest source of these
unique compounds that may help
maintain intestinal health,
strengthen the immune system,
neutralize free radicals, help sup-
port cartilage and joint function
and promote healthy cardiovascu-
lar and respiratory systems.

• Flavonoids—Catechins,
which are commonly associated
with green tea, are actually more
abundant in the mangosteen.
Numerous studies have shown
catechins may help maintain car-
tilage, cardiovascular and respira-
tory systems. PCOs, which are
best known as the compound in
grape seeds, are also found in the
mangosteen. These particular
flavonoids have been shown to
help improve the circulatory sys-
tem and play a key role in main-
taining intestinal health and cell
integrity.

Dietary experts believe that, in
order to benefit from the complete
power and nutritional impact of
the mangosteen fruit, it should be
consumed just as it has been for

more than a thousand years—in
its whole fruit form. One conve-
nient and delicious option is a cat-
egory-creating product made from
the whole mangosteen fruit:
XanGo Juice.

Branded with a distinct custom
bottle design and color scheme
and set apart by its refreshingly
sweet, tangy taste and unique
nutritional benefits, XanGo Juice
has helped introduce the mango-
steen into approximately 20 inter-
national markets.

XanGo, LLC advances global
expansion of the “queen of fruits”
through credible science and a
premium branded product. “The
mangosteen has transcended
trend status as consumer interest
and repeat sales continue to surge
worldwide,” explains Aaron Gar-
rity, CEO of XanGo.

To learn more about the
mangosteen, visit www.whole
fruit.com.

Mangosteen: “Queen Of Fruits” Offers
Nutritional Benefits

The nutritional and health bene-
fits of the mangosteen, known as
the “queen of fruits,” can now be
found in a delicious drink.

(NAPSA)—Each year, more
than 10 million pets become lost
and nearly 90 percent of those pets
without identification never make
it home. To raise awareness of the
millions of lost pets, HomeAgain®,
a leader in the pet microchip,
recovery and safety service, is part-
nering with dog lover and “Ugly
Betty” star Vanessa Williams to
launch the national Bring Pets
Home Campaign. Together, Home-
Again and Williams are setting a
goal of microchipping and enrolling
2 million pets by the end of this
year. 

“Less than 5 percent of the 145
million pets in the United States
benefit from the lifesaving tech-
nology of microchipping,” says
Williams. “I am so thankful that I
microchipped and enrolled my dog
Enzo with HomeAgain’s Proactive
Recovery Service. Without it, I
may have never been reunited
with my dog.”

Reunited Pets of 
America Campaign 

Reunited Pets of America is
an educational effort that show-
cases the important role micro-
chipping plays in saving pets’
lives, with a goal of engaging
millions of pet owners to get
their pets microchipped and
enrolled in the proactive recov-
ery network. The process is easy:

• First, get your pet micro-
chipped at your local vet’s office.
To microchip your pet, a veteri-
narian implants a tiny chip about
the size of a grain of rice just
under your pet’s skin and between
the blades. Comparable to an

immunization, the procedure is
fast, safe and painless. 

• Once your pet is chipped, it’s
important to enroll it in a
national database such as Home-
Again Proactive Pet Recovery
Service. Unfortunately, half of
the pets that are chipped are not
enrolled in a database. Enroll-
ment in a database offers your
pet the best chance to be reunited
with you if lost. 

• Finally, register to become a
HomeAgain PetRescuer. By join-
ing the HomeAgain PetRescuers,
a volunteer network of animal
lovers, you can help solve the
tragic lost-pet problem. As a
PetRescuer you will be alerted
through e-mail when a pet goes
missing in your area and be
encouraged to keep watch and
assist in search efforts. 

The Proactive Pet 
Recovery Difference

The HomeAgain Proactive Pet
Recovery Service offers a unique
proactive approach for pet owners
that utilizes the same community-
wide notification principles origi-
nally developed to help locate
missing children. Within minutes

of a missing pet report being filed
with the 24/7 emergency call cen-
ter, dispatchers will notify area
police, animal control officers,
shelters and veterinary clinics,
and a local team of PetRescuers—
community residents who’ve vol-
unteered to be on the lookout for
lost pets. Dispatchers will share
key information, such as the pet’s
description, a photo and the
owner’s contact information. The
service also will instantly generate
personalized “Lost Pet” posters for
owners to distribute and post in
their neighborhood. 

Beyond relaying basic contact
information, the HomeAgain net-
work connects veterinary clinics
with shelters to provide a pet’s
medical information instanta-
neously to the shelter or clinic that
makes the initial recovery. For
some pets, receiving the appropri-
ate medication while away from
home can be crucial. With this net-
work, HomeAgain goes beyond the
microchip to proactively hit the
streets and search for missing
pets—hopefully increasing the
chances of reuniting loved pets
with their owners.

“A common mistake that pet
owners make is that they think
their pets won’t get lost,” said Dr.
Jeff Werber, veterinarian to the
stars. “However, one in three will
become lost. The best thing you
can do is be prepared with a
HomeAgain microchip and enroll
your pet in the proactive service.
To date, HomeAgain is responsible
for reuniting almost 400,000 pets
with their owners.”

New Technology Is “Chipping” Away At The Problem Of Lost Pets

(NAPSA)—For children, birth-
days generally rank as one of the
best days of the year. Now you can
give a youngster’s party a Nick
twist at Nickelodeon Family Suites
in Orlando. Book three nights and
the birthday night is free. For
more information, call (866) GO-2-
NICK or visit www.nickhotel.com.

**  **  **
Through the end of the year,

students can log on to www.
teacherthankyoucard.org to per-
sonalize an e-card and let their
teacher know that he or she is
being honored on the nation’s
largest teacher thank-you card.

**  **  **
According to experts, spending

just one hour going over basic
cycling safety can help keep kids
safe on the road. A free pamphlet,
“Bicycle Safety: What Every Par-
ent Should Know,” is available in
English and Spanish at www.
activelivingresources.org/parents.
php.

**  **  **
Family-friendly companies

such as Fisher-Price help children
through their first stages of devel-
opment by providing comprehen-
sive, baby-appropriate toys that
support learning through role
play. For information about these
developmental products, visit
www.fisher-price.com.

**  **  **
A company called Artificial

Life, Inc.,  has attracted the

attention of investors for its
innovation in the $2 billion gam-
ing field. The company offers
mobile game versions of popular
shows, including “America’s Next
Top Model,” that are synchro-
nized to the television shows.
Visit www.artificial-life.com.

**  **  **
Travelers can now see more of

their surroundings, thanks to
innovative, see-through roadway
sound barriers. The lightweight
and weather-resistant clear pan-
els are known as PARAGLAS
SOUNDSTOP® Ready-Fit Panels,
from CYRO Industries. For more
information, visit www.cyro.com. 

**  **  **
According to the financial

experts at Washington Mutual,
obtaining a copy of your credit
report is one way to find out if you
have been the victim of identity
theft. You can receive a free credit
report once every 12 months at
www.annualcreditreport.com.




