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THE BENEFITS OF PACK HARMONY

DOG DAY ADVENTURES

By Thom McKinney, 
Dog Day Adventures!

YOU can be a pack of two – you 
and your dog.  You can be a 
pack of two or more – spouse, 

children, dog or dogs.  You can expand 
your pack to become an extended pack 
and include your neighbors and friends 
and their dogs, even dog park dogs and 
their human counterparts.  In our modern 
society, the word “pack” really means a 
social network.

There are many benefi ts to developing 
this “social pack” concept if you have a 
dog in your life.  In your home, your dog 
is seeking a place in the family hierarchy 
and if you offer your dog the guidance 
and instruction to take his or her place in 
your family, if you take the time to teach 
your dog the behaviors you desire and 
those you don’t, and if you provide your 
dog a daily routine that includes suffi cient 
play, exercise and quality time with 
you that meets their needs and satisfi es 
their desires, you can have a happy and 
balanced dog.

The benefi t of extending this balanced 
“social pack” concept to the world 
outside your immediate home and family 
is developing the natural instinct in us 
and our dogs as social creatures.  Most 
of us have a certain level of social ease 
and comfort, skills necessary to interact 
with others in work place and social 
settings.  Most dogs have the ability 
to socialize appropriately among their 

peers.  However, our dogs depend on 
us to provide opportunities to socialize.  
If we do not give them opportunities 
on a consistent basis, our dogs become 
antisocial, insecure or over stimulated 
when they encounter other dogs and 
often behave inappropriately – excessive 
barking, growling, ignoring the rituals 
and etiquette dogs follow when they 
meet.  Sometimes a dog deprived 
of opportunities to socialize with its 
own kind can alienate another dog by 
displaying excessive energy, exuberance 
and nervous body language that tells 
the other dog that he or she is insecure.  
Imagine if you were never allowed outside 
your home, never had social contact, were 
isolated from people, then were suddenly 
thrust into a big crowd in a small room 
– you would be nervous and insecure too!

The benefi t of creating a balanced 
social pack and expanding it to include 
the people and dogs in the world around 
you is greater harmony in your own pack 
and the extended pack.  If you have a 
harmonious, balanced pack at home, then 
you can extend that balance and harmony 
into the world around you and create a 
positive infl uence on other creatures, both 
two legged and four legged.  Remember 
that balance and harmony are not static, 
they ebb and fl ow in our world, but we 
can always strive to maintain them, in 
ourselves and our dogs, to the best of our 
ability.

We can also continue to learn about 
our dogs by paying close attention to their 

behaviors around us and other dogs, by 
observing their body language and various 
forms of communication.  If we watch 
our dogs as closely as they watch us, we 
can learn a great deal about how they 
interact with us and other dogs.  Observe 
your dog’s posture range from head up, 
body rigid and stiff, to low slung and 
head down; tail high, tail low.  Your dog 
communicates with its body.  Your dog 
is always alert to your state of mind and 
actions.  If your dog is asleep, get up and 
leave the room; he or she will at least 
open an eye or even get up and follow 
you.  Frown or scowl at your dog and he 
or she will fl atten their ears, bow their 
head or look away – but be careful not to 
scare your dog!

We can also learn about our dogs by 
reading books about dogs.  Currently, 

there are several books available that 
are entertaining and informative, “Inside 
of a Dog,” by Alexandra Horowitz, and 
Temple Grandin’s “Animals Make us 
Human.”  Also, “Dog Language” by 
Roger Abrantes, is an excellent source for 
body language and social behaviors.  Have 
fun hunting for current and previously 
published books on dog training, behavior 
and sociology.  Bring your dog to 
Bookman’s with you.  You can even learn 
about dogs while you enjoy some good 
fi ction.  Several recent popular books are 
“The Story of Edgar Sawtelle,” by David 
Wroblewski and Garth Stein’s “The Art of 
Racing in the Rain.”

We bring dogs into our lives to enhance 
the quality of our lives; by creating 
harmony in our relationship with our dogs 
we enhance the quality of their lives too.
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PLACES TO GO PLAY WITH YOUR PET
DOG PARKS AROUND TUCSON

MARANA
Crossroads at Silverbell Park

Southeast corner of West Cortaro and North Silverbell 

San Lucas Community Park 
14040 Adonis Rd. 

ORO VALLEY
James D. Kriegh Park

23 W. Calle Concordia

SAHUARITA
Anamax Dog Park 

W. Camino Mazatian

TUCSON
Udall Park Dog Park

7290 E. Tanque Verde Road

North Sixth Avenue Dog Park
2075 N. 6th Avenue 

Christopher Columbus Park
4600 N. Silverbell Road

Gene C. Reid Park
1100 S. Randolph Way

Palo Verde Park
300 S. Mann Avenue

McDonald District Park
4100 N. Harrison Road

Brandi Fenton Memorial Dog Park 
3482 E. River Road at Dodge 

Jacobs Dog Park 
3300 N. Fairview Ave. 

Northwest YMCA Community Park 
7601 N. Mona Lisa Dr. 
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BUYING A SPOT REMOVER? CONSIDER YOUR PET

SUNSHINE CARPET CLEANING

Article submitted by 
Steve at Sunshine Carpet Cleaning

PET owners should consider their pets when they 
buy a spot remover. Pets are sensitive to foods and 
chemicals that humans are not. Some of the foods 

could be deadly. Do not feed your pets chocolate, grapes, 
raisins, coffee, tea, animal fats and fried foods, macadamia 
nuts, walnuts, tomatoes, avocados, salt, sugar and corn syrup. 

Spot removers can cause severe liver and kidney damage 
to your pet, specifi cally those with Butoxyethanol. Be careful, 
check the label and stay away from products containing this 
chemical (ie. Hotshot, M.S.D.S, redlights, Butoxyethanol).

Avoid buying ammonia-based products to clean urine. One 
of the ingredients of urine is ammonia. When urine dries the 
ammonia salts leave an odor that pets repeatedly return to.

Products that are immediately available in your kitchen 
can work as well. Blot urine stains, then apply a 2% solution 
of dish soap and water and repeat with vinegar.

Pet accidents left untreated may leave yellow carpet stains 
or the urine can oxidize and react with the dye to bleach the 
carpet. Color loss may take weeks to happen but it can also 
happen in days.

Pet owners have told us this story. After the stain was 
removed the odor remained. Consumer products don’t work 
well enough for odor. Pet owners have told us they tried 
everything.

 It’s the odor that attracts pets to the same area. A professional carpet cleaner can 

thoroughly clean areas where your pet peed in the past and 
completely remove the scent to discourage repeating.

Urine-Marking Territory
Q: Why has my pet suddenly began peeing in the house 

when he didn’t do it before?
A: Usually it is because of feelings of insecurity 

or a perceived threat. This perceived threat can be the 
introduction of a new baby getting all the attention, a new 
pet, a visitor or the smell of other animals on your clothing 
can trigger a pet to feel the need to mark territory. This 
doesn’t mean it will become a regular problem. Pets may 
urinate once or twice and then never do it again.

Pet Hair Got Your Dander?
5 ways to remove furniture frizzies:
1.) Wrap masking tape around a broom handle with the 

sticky side out and simply roll off the hair. Roll a dozen 
times before you have to replace the tape.

2.) Use a rubber glove. Put the glove on and run it 
under a tap to get it wet. Run your finger over the fabric in 
short strokes.

3.) Use a damp sponge. Rub the sponge in a downward 
motion over your cushions.

4.) Pet stores carry specially made tools for removing 
hair including rubber rakes and hair magnets.

5.) You can vacuum the dog - really! A great way to get 
rid of dog hair before it hits the carpet – give your pet a vacuum massage.
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LOW COST SELF-SERVE PET WASHLOW COST SELF-SERVE PET WASH
 Just Bring Your Dog, 

We Supply Every thing you need.

3773 W. Ina Rd.3773 W. Ina Rd.
572-8855572-8855

(In Bookman’s Plaza)(In Bookman’s Plaza)

4632 E. Grant Rd.4632 E. Grant Rd.
795-1569795-1569

(1 Blk. West of Swan)

Self-Serve Pet Vaccinations 
Including all Supplies & Vaccines

NOW AVAILABLE!! Full Service Grooming

Amber Labs: Natural Herbal Formula
to Treat Parvo, Distember, Corona, 
E-Coli, Ghiardia & Coccida

Mon-Sat 10a-6p; Sun Noon to 5pmMon-Sat 10a-6p; Sun Noon to 5pmMon-Sat 10a-6p; Sun Noon to 5pmMon-Sat 10a-6p; Sun Noon to 5pm

Self-Serve Dog Bathing & Grooming Facilities 
including All Equipment and Products

HOLISTIC PET FOOD
PRODUCTS & PET SUPPLIES

$2.00 off
Full Service 
Grooming
Package.

Exp. 09/30/10

Monday thru Thursday
2-4 pm
Friday

7 am - 1pm
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CARING ATTITUDE TOWARD PETS

ENCANTO PET CLINIC

Article submitted by 
Encanto Pet Clinic

THE strength of our clinic is in 
the caring attitude that all of 
our staff members show for our 

patients. 
Dr. Tim Ireland is a 1987 graduate 

of Iowa State 
University. 
He grew up 
in Tucson, 
attended 
Rincon High 
School, Pima 
Community 
College and 
the U of 
A before 
entering 
veterinary 
school in 
Iowa. Encanto 
Pet Clinic was 
established in 
1991 by Dr. 
Ireland and his 
wife, Tina. Tina is 
the offi ce manager 
and provides 
technical assistance 
as needed. The 
practice focus 
is on medicine, 
surgery, dentistry 
and grooming of dogs and cats with 
compassion, gentle handling and 
progressive medical practices. We 
have grown to include an associate 

veterinarian, Dr. Allison Haydt (CSU 
2009), also a Tucson native.

The customer service representatives, 
Deborah and Jen have a genuine interest 
in insuring the pets receive the attention 
they need by scheduling appointments 
so pets are seen in a timely manner with 
friendly and helpful phone and personal 
contact.

Our certifi ed 
technicians, 
Gina and 
Nancie 
organize 
procedures in 
the exam room, 
treatment area 
and surgery to 
ensure gentle and 
effi cient handling 
of your pets. 
Our assistants, 
Vanessa, Heather 
and Marcela, the 

primary caretakers of 
the clinic, also care 
about the comfort of 
your pets and try to 
make their stay as 
pleasant as possible. 
Shelly, our groomer 
of 13 years, pampers 
many pets with her 

grooming skills.
Our offi ce hours are 8 a.m. to 6 p.m., 

Monday thru Friday and 8 a.m. to noon, 
on Saturday. We strive to provide quality 
veterinary medicine with excellent 
customer service.      
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WINE & ART IN THE GARDEN FUNDRAISER

HANDI-DOGS

Article submitted by Handi-Dogs

HANDI-DOGS is a 36 year 
old local nonprofi t (#95-
3247091) that helps people 

train their own assistance dog, therapy 
dog, or companion dog. We serve seniors 
(65+), people with disabilities (all 
disabilities covered by the Americans 
with Disabilities Act), families with 
child/children with a disability, disabled 
veterans, caregivers, and individuals 
wanting to achieve Therapy Dog 
Certifi cation (conferred by Delta Society 
or Therapy Dogs International). 

A well behaved, well-socialized 
dog is the fi rst goal of our training 
program. Many of the people who come 
to our program just want their four-
legged friends to have good manners. 
Fair Housing Laws allow people with 
disabilities to keep a dog as a companion 
as long as it is well behaved. Good 
behavior is also the basis for taking 
a service dog into public places. The 
Americans with Disabilities Act gives 
people with disabilities the right to 
take their assistance dogs into public 

places, but with that right comes the 
responsibility of being a good citizen.

After Canine Good Citizen training, 
students who want assistance dogs can 
begin teaching their dogs individualized 
assistance tasks that will help them in 
their daily life, such as retrieving items, 
opening doors, balance work, or hearing 
ear work. Those seeking certifi cation 
as Therapy dogs (for visiting hospitals, 
nursing homes, reading programs, etc.) 
can enroll in Delta Society or Therapy 
Dogs International training. 

On Friday, May 7, from 5 p.m. -7  p.m. 
you can support Handi-Dogs’ work on 
behalf of the community by joining us 
at WAG for Handi-Dogs (Wine & Art 
in the Garden). The event will be held 
at the beautiful foothills home of one of 
our volunteers and supporters. The “Art 
in Wine” selection is from locally owned 
Cata Vinos Wine Shop & Tasting Room.

 Former NFL player and Sommelier, 
Glenn Parker, will be our Wine Host 
for the evening. Glenn played for the 
Univeristy of Arizona, Buffalo Bills, 
Kansas City Chiefs and the New York 
Giants. 

In the off-season he worked at the 
Robert Mondavi Winery in the Napa 
Valley and spent a great deal of time in 
the kitchen of Daniels’ Restaurant in 
Hamburg, N.Y.  He has been featured in 
Wine Spectator, GQ and has been on the 
Food Network.

 Works by local artists Carolyn 
Ann Anderson (currently training her 
Weimaraner, Loki, at Handi-Dogs) and 
Steven Derks will be featured and for 
sale at the event. Each artist is donating a 

percentage of their sales to Handi-Dogs. 
Please visit their websites: Carolyn at 
www.muttbutt.com and Steven www.
stevenderks.com. In addition, several 
pieces of their work will be included in 
the silent auction.

 Tickets are $50 per person. Raffl e 
tickets are $5 each or six for $25. 
Contributions of raffl e prizes for the event 
are greatly appreciated. Contact joanie@
handi-dogs.org or by phone 326-3412 for 
more information.
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KEEP YOUR YARD AND GARDEN 
SAFE FOR YOUR PETS

HALE PET DOOR

Article submitted by Hale Pet Door

WITH the long doldrums of 
winter now behind us and 
the heat of summer yet 

to come, it’s time for you and your pets 
to enjoy the green grass of spring.  But 
before your dog and cat head out to the 
backyard with you, consider whether the 
environment is a safe place.  The ASPCA 
Poison Control Center fi elds tens of 
thousands of calls each year, and lists the 
following main concerns:

Many outdoor plants 
are toxic to cats and dogs. 
Certain fl owers, shrubs and 
trees can affect the heart 
or nervous system or cause 
liver damage.  So do a 
little research and consider 
your pet’s curious behavior 
before planting that day lily, 
asparagus fern or aloe plant. 
Go to http://www.aspca.
org/pet-care/poison-control/
plants/ for a complete list of 
toxic plants.

Fertilizer keeps our 
gardens and yards looking 
their best, but it can be 
a real concern for pets 
– especially puppies who 
are still exploring the world 
with their little mouths.  
Eating large amounts of 
fertilizer can cause stomach problems and 
potentially even cause a life-threatening 
obstruction.  Make sure you read the 
directions carefully before applying 
fertilizer, water it in well and wait the 
recommended time (or longer) before 
letting your pets on the lawn.

Cocoa Mulch – in the form of cocoa 
bean shells – is popular in landscaping.  
The sweet, chocolate odor attracts dogs, 
and ingestion has landed many a dog at 
the vet ER.  Watch for vomiting, diarrhea 
and muscle tremors and even elevated 
heart rate, hyperactivity and seizures. 
Better yet, simply stay away from cocoa 
mulch and use a non-toxic alternative, 
such as shredded pine or cedar bark.  

Pesticides and insecticides can be 
deadly for pets.  According to the ASPCA, 
“the most dangerous forms of pesticides 
have the chemicals methomyl, systemic 
insecticides with the ingredients disyston 

or disulfoton, mole or gopher bait with 
zinc phosphide and most forms of rat 
poisons.” Store pesticides in inaccessible 
areas—and read the manufacturer’s label 
carefully for proper usage.  Consider 
using organic alternatives that are safe for 
your pets and your family.

Fleas and ticks can cause more than an 
annoying itch.  They can be a real health 
risk, such as anemia, tapeworms, Lyme 
disease and Rocky Mountain spotted 
fever.  

Talk to your vet about the right 
preventative for them, usually applied 
once a month. And always remember 
to keep your dog up-to-date on his 
monthly heartworm preventative.  Do 
a little research before dispersing these 
meds though, as heartworm pills with 
Ivermectin are very dangerous for 
Aussies, English sheepdogs, collies, 
shelties and other breeds.

Remember, your pets can still enjoy 
the fresh air and sunshine even when you 
are away from home.  Hale Pet Doors 
can be installed in doors, walls, screens, 
patio doors, French doors, and in glass.  

For more information about Hale Pet 
Door, go to www.halepetdoor.com or 
call 1-800-646-4773.  

Hale Pet Door wishes you and your 
pets a safe and happy spring.  

Now go play!

Miniature bull terrier Mij romps with her “big brother” 
Evan, an Airedale terrier
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SUMMER FUN WITH FOUR LEGGED FRIENDS

FOUR LEGGED FRIENDS PHOTOGRAPHY

Article by Kris Dorst

SURE you love spending time with your four-
legged friends playing fetch in the backyard or 
wrestling on the living room fl oor. But wouldn’t 

it be nice to venture out into the world? Imagine how 
bored you would get if you spenT every hour of every 
day hanging out at home. Most dogs (and some cats) 
really enjoy a change of scenery from time to time. The 
weather is great this time of year here in Tucson and it’s 
a perfect time to get out and about with your four-legged 
friends. But what to do? Well here are some ideas:

1) Take a Hike: The weather has turned beautiful 
and we are fortunate enough to live in a beautiful area 
with access to lots of hiking. Hiking with your dog 
can be a lot of fun. Make sure you do your research. 
Unfortunately, many of the trails around Tucson are off-
limits to dogs. Check out the Sierra Club website for dog-friendly hiking trails http://
arizona.sierraclub.org/trail_guide/DOGSNDX.HTM . Just remember that there is still 
hazardous plant & wildlife out there and it is always advisable (and often required) 
that you keep your dog on a leash. Don’t forget to take lots of water for yourself and 
your pets and it’s always best to hike with a two legged buddy or group as well

2) Join a club: There are a number of breed oriented meet-up groups in Tucson 
which provide people an opportunity to just hang out and relax with other dog 
lovers. If you’re interested in something with a little more structure consider joining 
a training group or sport like fl y ball or agility. Whether for basic obedience or 
competition, training serves to strengthen the bond you have with your four-legged 
friend can be a lot of fun too

3) Take your dogs to lunch: Feeling a bit lazier? Take your four-legged friends, 
and perhaps some two-legged ones, out for lunch. One of my favorite weekend 
activities is to round up Shadow & Yukon and meet friends for lunch or coffee. Most 

restaurants with outdoor seating will allow you to sit on 
the patio with your pets. Just make sure they are well 
behaved, no one wants a strange dog’s muzzle in their 
food. It’s a good idea to call ahead and ask what the 
restaurant’s policy is regarding pets on the patio. People 
are generally delighted to see well behaved dogs laying 
under the table and if you ask nicely the server will often 
bring a to-go box with water. A great alternative is to 
pack a picnic and head to you local park for some R &R 
with your pets, family, and friends.

4) Go for a drive: So what dog doesn’t perk up at 
the words “go for a ride?” The weather is beautiful and 
getting nice enough to enjoy a long Sunday drive. Head 
up to Mt. Lemon or through Saguaro National Park and 
enjoy the passing scenery. Mt. Lemon is also a great 
hiking destination. Unfortunately, dogs are not allowed 
out of the car in Saguaro

5) Find a dog friendly event: Many of our local pet charities hold pet-friendly 
fundraisers. There are dinners like the Barkin Ball, marathons like the Canine 
Classic, and expos like the Arizona Animal Fair. All are a great way to spend time 
with your four-legged friends while helping out the less fortunate. For a look at 
what’s coming up check out my event page at http://www.fourleggedphotos.com/
tucsonevent.html .

6) Be picture perfect: Give me a call and set up a private photo session to capture 
that amazing bond you have with your four-legged friends. There are a variety of 
great locations around Tucson to choose from or, of course, I will come to your pets’ 
favorite hangout. 

Always be respectful of others using public areas as well, respect leash laws, 
and be sure your pets are up to date on their vaccinations. So get your Four Legged 
Friends out of the house and start having some fun! And of course don’t forget to 
take lots of photos!
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STORM ANXIETY IN DOGS

DOGGIE DIVA DIARIES

By Deborah Brightstar- The Doggie Diva

IT’S thunderstorm season and with thunderstorms comes, well thunder! Like 
fi reworks during the 4th of July, thunder can be a very scary thing for some dogs 
while others are oblivious. If you've read or seen the movie "Marley and Me," 

you are aware of poor Marley's extreme fear of thunderstorms to the point of mass 
destruction!  When dogs are afraid they are thrown into their basic animal instincts of 
fi ght or fl ight.  They are either searching to take cover somewhere they feel safe or they 
may go on a wild frenzy of destruction trying to escape their fear.  In either case, your 
poor canine companion is experiencing extreme stress.

What makes storm anxiety so terrifying for our sweet canine companions is that they 
have no one to fi ght and in most cases no where to fl ight to, so they are imprisoned with 
no relief of this debilitating fear. They can’t see or smell the object of their fear so there 
isn’t a way for them to check it out for themselves to satisfy their curiosity or conquer 
their fear.  There is no escape! 

Can you imagine being terrifi ed and not having any where to run to or no control 
over your escape to a safer place? It is up to us to take this fear seriously and help our 
furry family member adjust through training, as well as providing a safe environment 
to help comfort them through the worse part of the thunderstorm. Playing soothing 
music in the back ground to help drown out some of the thunder noises helps. But, 
oddly enough trying to comfort them usually doesn't. Dogs can be trained out of their 

fears and should never be allowed to dominate you or your household by holding you 
prisoner to their fears. The remedy is to fi nd a qualifi ed dog trainer to help train you on 
how to work with your canine companion to hopefully either eliminate their fear all 
together or at least minimize it substantially.  This will help them be more at peace 
and cope better during the stormy season as well as help strengthen the bond between 
you and your favorite furry friend.  Sometimes, if the fear is beyond reproach you can 
ask your vet to prescribe your dog a mild sedative or fi nd an herbal tincture that may 
help calm your little pal down until the storms pass.  

One way or the other, your dog is worth the time and attention it will take to help 
them overcome or, at the very least, lessen their fear of thunderstorms.  And perhaps, 
you won’t be singing in the rain together, but maybe sitting in front of a nice warm fi re 
peacefully enjoying each other’s company instead.  Life is short, wag more, bark less!

Deborah Brightstar-The Doggie Diva, owns and operates, Doggie Diva Pet Care, 
LLC, a licensed, bonded and insured, pet sitting service in Tucson, AZ. She customizes 
her service with a, “We take care of your pets and home as if they were our own!” 
approach, providing the highest quality of care and service to all of her clients. 
Deborah’s intention is to exceed her clients’ expectations. 

In her spare time, she enjoys writing about pet related topics as well as a variety of 
other subjects. 

For more information call 520-490-2221, e-mail doggiediva@cox.net or visit her 
website at http://www.doggiedivapetcare.com

Photo by Kris Dorst
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Special to the Desert Times
BY ALBERT VETERE LANNON

PICTURE ROCKS—The current 
debate about the proposed Marana 
Landfill has caught the attention of the 
town’s neighbors. Marana’s Planning 
Commission voted 3-2 on Feb. 24 to 
proceed towards rezoning land so that a 
privately owned landfill could be built on 
land owned by Marana Vice Mayor Herb 
Kai and his brother John.

While Vice Mayor Kai has recused 
himself from any official discussions or 
votes on the project, it is clear that the 
town council favors moving ahead. The 
1,200 acres, between Sanders and Trico 
Roads, north of Avra Valley Road, would 
be annexed to the town and a 590-acre 
landfill built over the next two years. John 
Kai opposes the landfill.

Pima County’s Board of Supervisors, 
also by a 3-2 vote on March 2, called for 
Marana to slow down the process until 
answers are provided for a number of 
vexing questions, including the effect 
of the landfill on the Avra Valley water 
aquifer. The supervisors’ action is not 
binding on Marana.  The current county-
run landfill for the area, on Tangerine 
Road, is scheduled to close in 2020, 
although many believe the closure will 
come sooner.  Much of the land around 
the dump site is owned by the state, and 
the State Land Department has requested 
a 45 day delay so it can assess the 
potential impact.

See PICTURE ROCKS, page 9

Poll backs county in 
Marana land  ll debate

HEALTH FAIR AT TUCSON ESTATES

Tonja Green  eld/Desert Times

Tucson Estates recently held its Health Fair on Thursday, March 18. Manag-
ing Our Health in the Retirement Years was the theme of the sixth annual
Health Fair. Vendors provided a variety of health-related services and
information, seminars and several free health screenings.

TUCSON — A Tucson man was found 
guilty of the murder of a Three Points 
woman.

On June 14, 2007 Tucson Police 
Department received a report that Mamie 
Gong, a 64 year-old female was missing. 
On June 19, 2007 the decomposed body 
of Gong was found in an abandoned 
trailer in the Three Points area. The Pima 
County Sheriff’s Department assumed 
control of the homicide investigation. The 
death was determined to be a homicide by 
the Medical Examiner.  The suspects were 
identified on Oct. 11, 2007. They were 
identified from a cell phone subpoena.

During the investigation Armando 
Estrada III and Rosendo Christobal 
Valenzuela were identified as suspects. 

They were both interviewed and 
confessed to their involvement in the 
murder of Gong. Both told the same story 
except blaming the other for the actual 
murder. They conspired to kill the victim 
and take money from her bank account 
using her ATM card.  

Each was charged with six felonies to 
include First Degree Murder, Conspiracy 
to Commit First Degree Murder, and 
Kidnapping. Estrada was found guilty 
of all charges in 2009. On March 12, 
2010 the jury returned a guilty verdict 
for Rosendo Christobal Valenzuela. He 
was found not guilty for the conspiracy 
count but convicted for all other counts 
including First Degree Murder.

Man found guilty of first-degree 
murder of Three Points woman

Window Coverings & Treatments For Our Desert LifeStyle
Serving the Catalina Foothills for over 30 Years With On-Time In-Home Estimates   

Blinds &  Shades         Plantation Shutters         Designer Finish Treatments           Clear Window Tinting                 
Cornices & Draperies               Duette’s  Silhouette’s & Vignette’s          Side Panels,Swags & Valances

Old Fashioned Service Where Quality Comes First                                  Major Credit Cards Accepted
www.dantesinteriors.com

     Licenced Interior Design & Window Treatment Contractor ROC110194 & ROC52955
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FALCON
BASEBALL
ON A TEAR

The Catalina Foothills baseball team 
has won six of their last seven.
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District eliminates 
all day Kindergarten

By Nate Ratey

TUCSON — Free all 
day Kindergarten at Catalina 
Foothills Unified School 
District is the latest vic-
tim of the struggling state 
economy. In March, the 
state voted to eliminate the 
funding for all day Kinder-
garten. Parents who want to 
send their children to all day 
Kindergarten will have a fee 
based option.

 “Our Kindergarten and 
Kindergarten Plus programs 
will provide children with 
small classes, personalized 
instruction, a challenging 
curriculum and innovative 
technology,” said Joan Marrs 
director Catalina Foothills 
Unified School District 
Community Schools.

The district, which is 
expecting more budget cuts 
for the 2010-11 school year, 
will end the free all day 
Kindergarten program after 
this year. Instead they will 
offer both a morning and 
afternoon session, lasting 
from 8 a.m. to 11 a.m. and 
noon to 3 p.m.

Parents who want their 
children to attend the all day 
Kindergarten Plus program 
can pay a fee of $4,000 a 
school year or $420 a month 
for 10 months. According to 

Marrs, the all day program 
will be taught by certi  ed 
Kindergarten teachers, un-
like a typical after school pro-
gram a parent might choose 
to send their child to after 
half-day Kindergarten.

“We know that children 
who enrolled in our Kinder-
garten Plus programs experi-
ence a high degree of success 
as they enter our  rst grade 
classes,” said Marrs.

Despite the fact that it 
has been just a few weeks 
since district of  cials sent 
a letter to probable Kinder-
garten parents explaining 
the change, they are already 
seeing a great deal of inter-
est in the Kindergarten Plus 
program.

“Currently we have 97 
families who have enrolled 
their children,” said Marrs. 
“In response to strong Kin-
dergarten Plus registration, 
we will be offering the pro-
gram at all our elementary 
schools.”

Since funding for all day 
Kindergarten is based on leg-
islative action, the district has 
no control over when fund-
ing will resume. The state 
is in such a  nancial crisis, 
according to Marrs, funding 
for free all day kindergarten 
is not likely to be restored 
anytime soon.

Damion Alexander/Foothills News
Construction confusion could be to blame for the car accident pictured above. The construction 
work on Kolb Rd, at the intersection of Sunrise Rd., is continuing. 

Damion Alexander/Foothills News

The Tucson Farmers’ Market at St. Philip’s Pla-
za is southern Arizona’s  largest market devot-
ed entirely to locally grown and manufactured
products. Held every Sunday, from 9 a.m. - 1 p.m.,
the market features  ne produce, savory baked
goods and pastries, fresh roasted coffees, cus-
tom blended teas, range fed meats, farm fresh
eggs, gourmet soups and sauces and a wonder-
ful selection of native and decorative plants. 

LIONS AND TIGERS
MEET ON THE TRACK

Tigers girls and Lion boys win.
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Symphany players shocase 
their skills at Estes Elemen-
tary.
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Marana supports Tucson’s bid for F-35
By Chuck Barth

MARANA — Tucson and 
the entire region is in line to reap 
the bene  ts of training pilots 
in the latest in  ghter plan3 
technology, the F-35.

The Marana Town Council 
has voted to support the F-35 
and Mayor Ed Honea has sent a 
letter of support to Tucson.

The Lockheed Martin F-35 
Lightning II is a  fth-genera-
tion, single-seat, single-engine 
stealth multirole  ghter, that can 
perform close air support, tacti-
cal bombing, and air defense 
missions. All three branches 
of the armed services would  y 
the airframe in three different 
con  gurations. The F-35 has 
three different models; one is a 
conventional takeoff and land-
ing variant, this would be used 

by the Air Force, the second is a 
short take off and vertical-land-
ing variant used by the Marines, 
and the third is a carrier-based 
variant with larger wings for 
the Navy. The plane  rst  ew 
in December of 2006.

The conventional takeoff 
and landing aircraft would re-
place the aging F-16 at Tucson 
International Airport where the 
162nd Operations Group cur-
rently trains pilots from all over 
the world. The Group manages 
a  eet of more than 70 F-16 C/
D/E/F Fighting Falcons. There 
are three  ying squadrons and 
numerous maintenance units 
assigned to the wing.

The Deputy Commander of 
the 162nd, Lt. Col. Will Johnson 
talked about the new aircraft 
technology and new mission 
at the first meeting of the 

Northwest Republicans Marana 
Chapter last week. Johnson is 
a veteran F-16 pilot with many 
hours of training pilots from all 
over the world under his belt.

“We’ve been doing this a 
great deal of time,” said John-
son. “The weather of course is 
the driving factor along with 
the Barry Goldwater range to 
the west. There’s lots of ground 
out there.”

The unit has 41 years of 
experience in training pilots in 
the latest  ghters. For the past 
21 years it has trained a wide 
variety of pilots from nations 
that purchased the F-16 for use 
in their own air forces. 

It takes 1400 people to keep 
the mission going with an an-
nual payroll of $106.6 million. 
The annual budget for the 
162nd is $280 million. Johnson 

expects the budget and payroll 
to remain basically the same 
with the new aircraft. One ma-
jor difference is a $150 million 
construction project that would 
equip Tucson International with 
simulators and upgrade other 
facilities.

The mission goes far be-
yond just training pilots. Some 
trainees are prepared to go to 
an active theater of war and 
perform a mission directly from 
their Tucson stay. Instructors are 
also kept up to date.

“We send people into theater 
to make sure that the tactics 
and the things that we’re do-
ing work,” Johnson said. “Is 
this really what happening in 
the real world? We share that 
experience when we train our 
students.”

See F-35, page 7

AN F-35 lands at Edwards Air Force Base in California during a test  ight. The  ghter includes stealth technol-
ogy as well as an all-new weapons system. The  ags on the side of the plane represent just some of the coun-
tries that have already placed orders for the new plane.

MARANA — The Southern 
Arizona Arts and Cultural Alli-
ance (SAACA) and the Town of 
Marana have partnered to pro-
duce a new free concert series, 
starting Saturday, April 10. 

The series, “A Concert in 
Your Backyard,” will feature 
six local/regional acts perform-
ing in a variety of musical 
genres from bluegrass to coun-
try/western to symphonic. 

The monthly concerts will 
take place at 6 p.m. on Satur-
days, from April to September, 
at the Crossroads at Silverbell 
District Park, 7548 N. Silver-
bell Road. Admission to the 
concerts is free and open to 
everyone. 

The  rst concert is spon-
sored by the Marana Rotary 
Club, the Dove Mountain Ro-
tary Club, and Jorgense/Brooks 
Group EAP.

On Saturday, April 10, six 
musician members from Desert 

Bluegrass Association will take
the stage to perform in the free-
wheeling style of country “jam
sessions” that blend traditional
arrangements with on-the-spot
improvisation. 

Established in 1995, the
Desert Bluegrass Association
is dedicated to the promotion,
preservation and enjoyment
of bluegrass music throughout
southern Arizona.

“This is SAACA’s first
partnership with the Town of
Marana,” Executive Director
Kate Marquez said. “For years,
we’ve produced free concerts in
Oro Valley, and we’re pleased
to bring such quality entertain-
ment to the residents of Marana.
It’s an excellent starting point
for what we hope will be a long,
fruitful partnership between
SAACA and town to provide
numerous arts opportunities for
Marana residents in the years
to come.” 

MARANA — The Marana 
Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment is holding public hearings 
on their budget.

Other government agencies 
and businesses in the recreation 
area have had to deal with 
sharply declining income over 
the past few years. 

In the past two years, the town 
has reduced expenditures across 
the town by 29 percent without 
impacting services such as Parks 
and Recreation programming.

The town will host two 
open houses to discuss their 
continuing revenue challenges, 

the impacts of even more reduc-
tions on services and to answer
questions about the proposed
Parks and Recreation budget
for FY 2011. 

The budget open houses will
take place beginning at 6:30
p.m., on Wednesday, April 7, at
the Marana Municipal Complex,
11555 W. Civic Center Drive,
and at 6:30 p.m., on Thursday,
April 8, at Rattlesnake Ridge
Elementary School, 8500 N.
Continental Reserve Loop.

For more information about
these locations, please call (520)
382-1950.

Town of Marana revenue down for current  scal year
By Chuck Barth

MARANA — Marana will 
 nish  scal year 2010 with a little 

more than $2 million under what 
was budgeted. Finance Director 
Erik Montague has been review-
ing the numbers and using that 
information to help plan for 
 scal 2011.

Ninety two percent of rev-
enue for the General Fund comes 

from Transaction Privileges Tax 
(TPT), state shared revenues and 
licenses, permits and fees. 

“All of these are highly de-
pendent on the economy,” said 
Montague. “So in this case, 
what’s not a normal cycle and 
the  uctuations in the economy 
occurs, it causes major disrup-
tions. Some of the revenues are 
showing signs of stabilization 
while others are not.”

For example, TPT’s are $1.8 
million less than their projec-
tions from last year. To make 
up for the revenue the town has 
adopted a number of options to 
keep spending down. 

In human resources vacancy 
management, or not immediate-
ly hiring replacement employees 
for those that have resigned, 
been  red or retired, has worked 
well at reducing expenditures. 

Overall personnel and bene  ts 
costs have been reduced by $1.1 
million.

Cuts in outsourcing projects 
has saved another $800,000. 
Vehicle replacements have been 
reduced in another cost saving 
measure.

State shared revenues are 
coming in about as projected. 

“Obviously we’re getting less 
because the state is getting less,” 

said Montague. 
The town saw an increase in 

licenses, permits and fees due to 
new housing construction.

“Licenses, permits and fees 
were projected to be little over 
$400,000 over and this is largely 
attributable to the increase we’ve 
seen in SFR (Single Family 
Residence). However we are 
still seeing a signi  cant lag and 
a certain level of inactivity on 

the commercial side. Although
they are beginning some of the
planning process and discussions
which are beginning to occur but
currently the level of submittal
has not caught up yet,” added
Montague.

The 2010 Revenue summary
was a little over $31.8 million.
Projected  gures for  scal year
2011 are about $28.8 million, a
$3 million decrease.

Town looks at updating fees for services
By Chuck Barth

MARANA — Marana is 
doing a comprehensive fee 
schedule update for all the 
services the town currently 
provides. A fee update was done 
last year and eliminated and 
changed a number of fees the 
town charges from contractors 
to homeowners. 

“The focus that we talked 
about last year and are con-
tinuing to maintain is the cost 
of service approach,” said Fi-
nance Director Erik Montague. 
“We’re looking, obviously, 
not just to compare ourselves 
to surrounding jurisdictions. 
The methodology is based on 
intended cost recovery.”

Montague said there was 
no effort made to balance the 
town’s budget through fee in-
creases, but it was important in 
the review to measure the true 
costs of fees to the town. Along 
with the true costs came several 
goals that guided the work. 

There were three major 
project goals. They include 
eliminating errors, inconsisten-
cies and unused items within 
the existing fee schedule. To 
ensure that fees re  ect the actual 
cost of providing programs and 
services to customers, where 
appropriate. Lastly to comply 
with any new legal requirements 
mandated by federal, state and 
local legislation. 

Assistant to the Town Man-

ager Josh Wright worked with 
town department heads as well 
as outside agencies, like the 
Southern Arizona Home Build-
ers Association, so they could 
comment on the fee structures 
and proposed changes. Town 
departments had the chance to 
evaluate the real cost of pro-
viding services and proposing 
adjustments in fees. More time 
was taken this year and with 
what was learned in the  rst go 
around it was easier for Wright 
and Montague to propose the 
changes that will come before 
the town council for a vote.

See FEE, page 7

By Chuck Barth

MARANA — The Marana 
Police Department Citizen Ad-
visory Commission is proposing 
that the Town Council takes ac-
tion to plan andadopt ordinances 
regulating pawnshops, second-
hand dealers and scrap metal 
dealers, along with massage 
establishments.

While there are currently no 
pawnshops or scrap metal deal-
ers in town the commission felt 
that it was in the best interst of 
the town to plan and act on regu-
lation of such businesses before 
they become established.

“One of the things I would 
ask on the pawn shops in par-

ticular is the addition of fees to 
elevate some of the police costs,” 
said Mike Lekovich a member 
of the MPD Citizen Advisory 
Commission. “Many other cities 
have fees for each transaction. A 
pawnshop is required by law to 
cooperate with police. Phoenix 
has a $3 fee, Flagstaff is $2.

“Although these are le-
gitimate businesses I will point 
out that the police department 
has solved several burglaries 
recently by checking through 
pawn shops and  nding stolen 
property,” added Lekorich.

Marana has two second hand 
dealers in town, Game Shop and 
Bookmans. The commission 
would like to see age limits and 

identi  cation for those who are
selling or trading any items.
Another ordinance would deal
with massage parlors. There
are several in the town already
and that number is expected to
grow. 

“Many of them are legitimate
businesses but the police depart-
ment has received other reports
of illegal activities going on too,”
Lekorich said. “So we think a
strong ordinance would help the
police department enforce the
requirements on those.”

The council is not expected
to act until the material has been
studies by the legal department
and review by the police depart-
ment.
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WAG for Handi-Dogs 
(Wine and Art in the Garden) 

Friday, May 7, 2010  
5:00-7:00 PM, $50 per person 

Raffle tickets $5 a piece or six for $25 
Call 326-3412 or joanie@handi-dogs for details. 

Where: the private home of a Handi-Dogs volunteer and supporter in the  
Catalina Foothills 

What: Wine as Art selection from Cata Vinos Wine Shop (3063 North Alvernon 
Way) 

Wine Sommelier: Former NFL player Glenn Parker (Glenn played for the U of 
A, Buffalo Bills, Kansas City Chiefs and the New York Giants. He has been fea-
tured in Wine Spectator, GQ and has been on the Food Network.) 

Featured Artists: Carolyn Ann Anderson (currently training Loki, a 
 Weimaraner, at Handi-Dogs) and Steven Derks will be featured and for sale at 
the event. Each artist is donating a percentage of their sales to Handi-Dogs. 
Please visit their websites: Carolyn at www.muttbutt.com and Steven 
www.stevenderks.com.  
 

Handi-Dogs enhances the quality of life of seniors and people with disabilities  
by helping them train their own service dog, hearing-ear dog,  

companion dog, or therapy dog. 
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10 TIPS FOR A SAFE, DOG-FRIENDLY SUMMER VACATION

TWIN PEAKS VETERINARY CENTER

By Beth Neuman, DVM

SPRING is in the air, the days and nights 
are balmy, and everyone’s thoughts turn to 
summer vacation. Whether you’re planning a 

visit to friends or relatives, an exploration of Arizona’s 
wonderful sights, or just yearning to go camping in the 
mountains to escape the heat, including your dog can add 
to everyone’s fun. No member of the family will be more 
excited than your dog to be included in your vacation. 
Here are a veterinarian’s 10 tips for making traveling with 
canine family members easier and safer.

1. Investigate whether your destination is “pet friendly” 
before you leave.  Check out the campgrounds, parks, 
hotels, and other places you plan to visit before you go 
to make sure they will allow your dog. Find out what 
facilities they have (dog runs, off-leash areas, drinking 
water, etc), and whether they limit the number or size 
of pets you can bring. If you plan to hike with your dog, 
confi rm they allow pets on nearby hiking trails.

2. Carry a current photo of your pet, and be sure your 
dog is wearing a travel I.D. tag on a collar or harness. The 
tag should include names, addresses and phone numbers 
needed to locate you if you and your dog are separated. 
This is important if your dog gets loose, or if you need to 
identify your pet for others who fi nd your dog when it is 
lost. The best identifi cation a dog can have is a microchip 
registered to you, combined with a travel tag that includes a 
cell phone number for a cell phone that you have with you. 

3. Confi rm your dog’s vaccines are current, and carry 

paperwork that shows the vaccines are 
current. You will need an Arizona State 
Veterinarian Health Certifi cate issued 
by your veterinarian if you are crossing 
the border into Mexico or Canada, or if 
you are fl ying on a commercial airline 
with your dog.

4. Bring your dog’s leash and 
harness, and use them while you 
travel. Some dogs get anxious when 
they’re in new territory, while others 
become scared and try to bolt or run 
away. Some are just excited by new 
adventures, and try to go “walk-a-
bout” to explore. Keeping your dog on 
a leash and harness not only lessens the 
possibility that your dog will unnerve 
strangers, it also lessens the chance 
that your dog will be injured by traffi c 
or wildlife (snakes, skunks, javalina, 
bobcats, mountain lions, coyotes and 
more).

5. Bring treats, food and water 
needed for the trip.  Your dog should 
eat the food he’s used to getting at 
home when he travels. Changing his 
food, especially changing it abruptly, 
can cause stomach upset, vomiting or 
diarrhea. Limit the treats you give while you travel, and 
only give the kind he regularly gets at home. You might 

also carry a portable water bowl, so your four legged 
friend can comfortably drink whenever he is thirsty.

PET ENTHUSIAST      FEATURE

SAVING ANIMALS IS A MISSION AND PASSION

HUMANE SOCIETY OF SOUTHERN ARIZONA

Article submitted by the Humane Society of Southeran Arizona

SAVING animals is not only our mission, but also our passion.
Every day, the staff and volunteers of the Humane Society of Arizona are 

charged with providing the best possible care for the animals brought to us. 
Providing for these animals is a tremendous responsibility: Their lives are in our hands 
– and our hearts – for an indeterminate amount of time. We view this responsibility as a 
sacred one.

The Humane Society of Southern Arizona was originally founded in 1944 and has 
grown over the last six decades into the wonderful organization it is today.  The Humane 
Society of Southern Arizona (HSSA) is a nonprofi t charitable organization, funded solely 
by donations and the services they offer to the public, receiving no government funding.  
HSSA is not a department of federal, state, county, or city government, nor affi liated with 
any other charitable organization.  It stands on its own and saves the lives of thousands 
more animals that all other agencies in southern Arizona combined.  Our work is to save 
the lives of homeless, abandoned, and often abused animals in our community.  Last year 
the Humane Society of Southern Arizona took in nearly 13,000 animals.  Every day is a 
new challenge and every moment is an opportunity to save even more lives. 

 If you’re looking for a new best friend, it is waiting at HSSA! We have a variety of 
puppies, kittens, dogs, cats, purebreds, mixes, pocket pets, and often barn yard animals 
as well. In addition to the arduous task of re-homing 99% of the adoptable animals that 

are relinquished to the facility, the Humane Society is involved in a variety of efforts 
that make Tucson a better community.  Some of those community programs and services 
include:

• Animal Cruelty Taskforce (ACT): The HSSA was one of the founding members of 
the state’s fi rst and largest anti-cruelty coalition. ACT fi ghts hard to ensure that animal 
cruelty is prosecuted to the full extent of the law in our community.  Due to these efforts, 
animal cruelty is now a felony.  

• Pet Visitation and Therapy: HSSA has classes available that allow you and your pet 
to be certifi ed as a therapy team. You and your dog can then visit a variety of locations in 
Tucson including hospitals, nursing homes, schools, hospices, assisted living residences, 
etc. For more information call 327-6088, ext. 147

• Safe Haven Program: The HSSA has teamed with domestic violence shelters to 
provide a safe shelter for the animal victims of domestic violence.  

• Shelter Dog Training A.K.A. Canine College: HSSA has an onsite dog trainer that 
helps get many of our dogs ready for adoption. She teaches them socialization, basic 
obedience, and agility tricks.

• Low Cost Spay & Neuter Surgeries: HSSA’s clinic offers low cost sterilization 
surgeries to the public. Call 881-0321 to make your appointment

The Humane Society of Southern Arizona, 3450 N. Kelvin Blvd. Tucson, (520) 327-
6088. Hours of operation are Monday – Saturday, 11 a.m. – 6 p.m., and Sunday noon 
– 5 p.m. View adoptable animals at hssaz.org 

Dr Neuman and her dog Ugh: “Ugh came to me as a cruelty case. 
Someone had left him tied up in the desert. He was emaciated, matted, and 
covered in cactus needles --a total wreck and very “Ugh”ly. With some love 
and some time, he has become the most wonderful companion I could ever 
ask for. He no longer resembles his name, but every time I look at him I 
remember why I do what I do.”  



 APRIL/MAY 2010    Published by Tucson West PublishingPage 15  PET ENTHUSIAST

PET ENTHUSIAST      FEATURE

RATTLESNAKE ENVENOMATION AND YOUR PETS

SABINO VETERINARY CARE

Catherine Dell’Orto DVM, MPH

Springtime has arrived in the desert 
and along with it comes the threat of 
rattlesnake envenomation. Pets are 
exposed to snakebites while walking 
on leash on trails and even while 
at home in owner’s yards. Snakes 
become active during the day (diurnal) 
as the weather warms up and the 
temperature increases, but snakebites 
may occur during any month of the 
year. 

During the excessive heat of 
summer, rattlesnakes are less 
active during the day limiting their 
movement to the morning and evening 
when it is cooler.

Curious dogs or cats may approach 
rattlesnakes with their mouth or paws 
leading to snakebites in these areas. 
Once struck, the bitten body part may 
become painful and the region may 
begin to swell. There may be a bloody 
bite mark or bruising near the bite. 
The area becomes extremely painful 
to the touch. 

It is important to seek veterinary 
medical treatment as soon as possible. 
Do not cut the area of the bite and 
suck out the venom. Do not apply a 
tourniquet to the area and do not give 
pain medication to your pet. 

Do remove the dog’s collar if the 
bite was on the head or neck. Do try 
to keep the bite wound lower than 
the heart if possible. Once at the 
veterinarian, certain specific tests 
are run to determine the need for 
antivenom. Antivenom is produced 
by hyperimmunizing animals such as 
horses, goats, and sheep to the venom 
of the snakes. 

The blood of the animal is 
collected and the immune portion 
containing the antibodies against the 
venom purified. This is the antivenom 
that is administered to the patient. 
Careful monitoring of patients 
receiving antivenom is necessary as 
allergic reactions may occur.

With treatment from a veterinarian, 
snakebite victims survive in up to 
94% of cases. The cost may range 
from $1,200 and up when the patient 
requires antivenom.

Avoidance Training
Rattlesnake avoidance classes are 

offered in several places in southern 

Arizona. An electric shock collar is 
placed on the dog and a rattlesnake, 
whose venom sacs have been 
removed, is used as bait. 

When the unsuspecting canine 
approaches the snake, a shock is 
given in order to deter the dog from 
approaching the snake. 

It is not known how successful 
rattlesnake avoidance is for each 
animal. 

Many veterinarians see dogs 
with snakebites despite rattlesnake 
avoidance training; however, one 
cannot quantify the animals that are 
not bitten thanks to the same training.

Rattlesnake Vaccine
“Murphy” is a seven-year-old 

pitbull terrier that has been snake 
bitten six times. The last two times 
he has not needed antivenom and it is 
not known whether this was due to a 
dry bite, where no venom was injected 
into the bite or due to building a 
tolerance to the snake venom. 

Murphy has had rattlesnake 
avoidance training and he has also 
received the rattlesnake vaccine. The 
rattlesnake vaccine is approved for 
use in dogs and is given once then 
repeated in three to four weeks and 
once yearly afterwards. Very small 
and very large dogs may require an 
additional shot. It is noted that the 
vaccine does not prevent the need for 
antivenom in dogs. 

Unfortunately, there are no large 
clinical trials that are performed 
for this product to compare dogs 
with snakebites that have been 
vaccinated to those that have not been 
vaccinated. 

The principle is to build immunity 
to the toxin through repeated 
exposure.

In summary, the desert is a 
beautiful place where we cohabitate 
with venomous creatures. 

Be aware of your surroundings, 
keep cats indoors and keep your 
dogs on a leash. If an unfortunate 
snakebite does occur, seek veterinary 
help immediately. Budget for this 
possibility or consider a pet insurance 
plan that will include covering 
snakebite envenomations. 

If you have questions contact your 
veterinarian or call Sabino Veterinary 
Care at (520) 547-9320.

Picture Courtesy of Jenny Cometta
Murphy and Daisy lounging after keeping the yard snake-free. Murphy came to the 

clinic with a snake bite and Daisy was drooling. When we induced vomiting, Daisy 
vomited up the dead rattlesnake.
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KEEPING PETS SAFE IN THE SUMMER

TUCSON PET CARE NETWORK

By Deborah Brightstar,
The Doggie Diva

SUMMERS in the desert can be 
brutal with all kinds of hazards 
to be aware of from the heat to 

the rains and all the unwelcome critters.  
Please be mindful of your pets and make 
sure they have plenty of water as well as 
protection from snakes, Colorado river 
toads, scorpions and spiders.  

 Make sure you have left plenty of 
water indoors and out, more than what 
you think they need since it evaporates 
faster in the summer.  It is a VERY dry 
heat here!

 You can snake proof your yard by 
checking for all the holes in fences, walls 
and gates and cover them with screens or 
hardware cloth. 

 If your dog swallows or gets a toad 
in its mouth fl ush it out with water until 
their mouth stops foaming.  Do this 
immediately, before rushing them to the 
vet!!!  There is a neurotoxin on the skin 
of Colorado river toads that is poisonous 
to dogs.  The vet will simply fl ush their 

mouth out when you get there.  
But, time of response is critical for 

your dog.  After you have rinsed their 
mouth out until it is no longer foaming, 
then bring them to a vet immediately!  
The best way to rinse their mouth is with a 
hose due to the volume of the fl ow.  

 Also, never wait for even a day if 
your dog or cat are showing signs of heat 
exhaustion or poisoning.  It could be 
lethal.  If your pet is lethargic, vomiting, 
or has loose stools it may be sick and need 
immediate attention.

 We are the guardians of our 
domesticated pet companions.  They 
rely on us to keep them healthy and safe.  
Enjoy the summer!

The Tucson Pet Care Network (TPCN) 
is an organization of local pet care 
professionals who work to enhance the 
quality of pet care and the industry that 
provides it in the Tucson community.  

For more information about us please 
contact us at info@tucsonpetcarenetwork.
com or visit our website at www.
tucsonpetcarenetwork.com .
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ARIZONA ANIMAL FAIR

Photo courtesy of Kris Dorst
The Arizona Animal Fair is the largest of its kind in Arizona and one of the largest 

in the Southwest. Held on Feb. 20, 2010, at Reid Park, the fair featured non-stop 
demonstrations and entertainment such as professional Frisbee teams, miniature 
horses, canine flyball & agility, search and rescue dogs, training demos, police K-9s 
and therapy dogs.

www.happytailspetservices.com

•  Pet Sitting
•  Dog Walking
•  Overnights
•  Midday Breaks

(520) 615-9800


